
The DemocraTic republic of 
The congo lies in The hearT of 
The worlD’s seconD largesT 
rainforesT basin anD is home 
to 10 percent of the planet’s 
Tropical foresTs. The counTry 
has a relaTively low raTe of 
deforestation – albeit set to 
rise sharply – relative to its size. 
yeT iT is sTill losing significanT 
foresT cover from DeforesTaTion, 
placing The Drc among The Top 
Ten counTries losing The mosT 
foresTs in The worlD.

In spite of the DRC’s vast agricultural and economic potential, the country ranks 
low on the Human Development Index with 54 percent of its rural population 

living in a situation of food insecurity. The country has therefore committed to pov-
erty reduction based on a green development approach to conserve its outstanding 
natural capital.

REDD+ in the DRC is therefore more than a major driver for climate change miti-
gation. It is also a driver for green development, combining Congolese rainforest 

conservation with economic growth and human development. It is one of the factors 
that will turn the DRC into an emerging country by 2030.
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redd+ in the drc: 
seven pillars in response To 
DeforesTaTion Drivers

The DRC’s national REDD+ strategy framework has been endorsed by national con-
sensus to adopt a holistic approach to the current and future drivers of deforestation 
and forest degradation. These are subdivided into short-term and medium-term driv-
ers in the Investment Plan, which defines a series of integrated, sectoral programs to 
address these drivers at the national, provincial, regional and local levels.

Pillar 1: agriculture 
Reduce the impact of agriculture on the forest by actively contributing to the coun-
try’s food security objectives and the commitment to make the agricultural sector a 
pillar of national economic growth.

Pillar 2: energy 
Reduce the percentage of wood energy produced unsustainably while meeting na-
tional energy demand. 

Pillar 3: Forests 
Meet the needs of the national, if not regional and international, market for timber 
products with sustainable forest management to minimize the impact on the envi-
ronmental services supplied by the forests while conserving and enhancing forest 
carbon stocks.

Pillar 4: governance 
Manage REDD+ in an effective, cross-cutting, transparent, responsible, pragmatic, 
equitable and sustainable manner based on results and on consultation, ownership 
and the participation of all stakeholders. 

Pillar 5: DemograPhy 
Bring the DRC’s strong demographic growth under control to actively contribute to 
the country’s economic growth and development goals while relieving pressure on 
the forest ecosystems. 

Pillar 6: lanD-use Planning 
Take an intersectoral, forward-looking approach to land use and optimal planning 
for the populations and activities in addition to infrastructures and means of com-
munication in order to make an effective contribution to the country’s sustainable 
development goals while minimizing the impact on the forests.

Pillar 7: lanD tenure 
Support harmonization and security of land tenure to ensure the attractiveness of 
REDD+ investments and contribute to permanent emission reductions (legal securi-
ty) for both project managers and other stakeholders such as rural households. 

REDD+ 
DRiving gREEn 
DEvElopmEnt in thE 
DEmocRatic REpublic 
of thE congo (DRc)P

ho
to

 :
 F

A
O

-O
liv

ie
r 

A
ss

el
in

 -
 M

ap
 :

 R
ic

ca
rd

o 
P

ra
ve

tt
on

i -
 G

ra
ph

ic
 D

es
ig

n 
: 

Je
ro

m
e 

A
go

st
in

i

redd+ implementation in 
12 factsheets
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1REDD+ on the sectoral agendas
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2National REDD+ investment plan
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3National REDD+ fund
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4Participation by civil society and indigenous peoples

factsheet
5Safeguards and information system

factsheet
6

Le Programme intégré REDD+ Orientale : nouvelle gouvernance territoriale 
et économie verte 

factsheet
7Application des sauvegardes Environnementales et Sociales REDD+ en RDC
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8Le Fonds national REDD+

factsheet
9Le Plan d’Investissement National REDD+ : un cadre programmatique
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10Le Fonds Vert pour le Climat
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Le Système National de Surveillance des Forêts
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12Le Niveau d’Émissions de Référence des Forêts



redd+ in the drc in four points

five years afTer cancún

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

READINESS

INVESTMENT

RESULTS-BASED PAYMENTS

2009 : Establishment of REDD+ coordination bodies
 2010 : Adoption of the Readiness Preparation Plan (RPP)
      2011 : Creation of the National Forest Monitoring System (NFMS)
      2011 : FIP Investment Plan adopted
            2012 : National consensus on the drivers of deforestation
            2012 : Adoption of the National REDD+ Framework Strategy
            2012 : Etablishment of the National REDD+ Fund
     2013 : Integration of REDD+ measures in the Economic Governance Matrix
     2013 : Adoption of the National Fund’s Operation Manual and Investment Plan
             2014 : Validation of the ER-PIN Mai Ndombe by the FCPF Carbon Fund
                2015 : Preliminary study on DRC’s Forest Reference Level
                2015 :  Validation of the Social and Environmental Strategic Assessment
                2015 : Adoption of the REDD+ Investment Plan
                2015 : Launch of the national land use planning reform

Stakeholder consultations

DRC’s Engagement in REDD+: Three Phases

Drc’s engagement in reDD+: three Phases

The DRC has demonstrated its political will to make REDD+ 
a driver for the country’s sustainable development, with 
the Council of Ministers’ adoption of an ambitious multi-
sectoral National REDD+ Strategy in 2012 and the country’s 
commitment to major reforms such as the Land Use Planning 
and Land Tenure reforms. 

The REDD+ Investment Plan, approved in 2015, establishes 
the results framework for the investments required to 
conduct the REDD+ Strategy through to 2020 with the aim 
of generating two major impacts: emission reductions and 
poverty reduction.
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As home to the second largest tropical forest in the world, 
the DRC can make a significant contribution to climate 
change mitigation and is prepared to take an active part 
in this global effort in partnership with the international 
community.

REDD+ in the DRC therefore offers a golden opportunity for 
the country to take the road still open to transition to low-
carbon development based on the harmonious management 
of its land and natural resources.
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